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a little clay tablet owned by Mayer Sulzberger, Esq., of the 
Philadelphia Bar, and is said by Dr. Jastrow to be in an 
excellent state of preservation. Dr. Jastrow classifies the 
legal documents of Babylonia under four heads, which (if 
we may reduce them to the terms of modern legal parlance) 
correspond to (i) due bills and receipt; (2) bills of sale; 

(3) deeds, settlements and formal executory contracts; and 

(4) judicial records. He comments upon the value of these 
documents as containing important incidental evidence of 
manners and customs in ancient Babylonia; and he then 
translates the document in question and finds that it belongs 
to the fourth class. The date is fixed at 642 B. C. One 
Apia affected to sell to Nurea real property over which he 
possessed no power of alienation. Nurea paid the considera 
tion and (it is assumed) entered into possession. A paternal 
uncle of the vendor's then asserted a title to the property and, 
upon restoration of the consideration to Nurea, the latter 
surrendered the deed to the claimant. All the parties being 
before the court complete justice seems to have been done 
by combining many of the features of ejectment, the action 
for money had, and received, and the common law fine. 
Dr. Jastrow's scholarly and suggestive comments upon the 
document in question and upon Babylonian documents in 
general will be read with great interest by those into whose 
hands this pamphlet comes. 

G. W. P. 



Great Dissenting Opinions of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. A Paper Read at the 17th Annual Meet- 
ing of the American Bar Association (1894). By Hamp- 
ton L. Carson, of the Philadelphia Bar. Reprinted from 
the Transactions of the Association. 

For his address to the Bar Association Mr. Carson selected 
a subject as fortunate as it is unusual. Dissenting opinions 
are too generally looked upon as feeble remonstrances of 
stubborn members of the court against the decision of the 
majority, or as something, at all events, which is not the law, 
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hence does not concern the practitioner. The student, how- 
ever, should no more overlook the opinion of the minority 
upon an important question than he should the argument of 
counsel for the losing side. But the dissenting opinions of 
the United States Supreme Court have, in several notable 
cases, an importance greater than to the student merely, for 
they have, as Mr. Carson points out, become finally the 
settled law of the land. Only one entirely familiar with the 
history of our highest tribunal, with the careers of the men 
who from time to time have composed it, and with the opin- 
ions they have delivered, as well as with the circumstances 
which influenced those opinions, could have presented in such 
a scholarly and critical manner the sketch of these great pro- 
tests. History of a kind that is not elsewhere obtainable (un- 
less it be from the same author's great work on " The History 
of the Supreme Court ") is contained in this little pamphlet. 

W. S. E. 



An Illustrated Dictionary of Medicine Biology and 
Allied Sciences. By George M. Gould, A.M., M.D. 
Boston, Mass.: Little, Brown & Co. 

This work consists of 1633 large octavo pages. From such 
examination as we have been able to give, it appears to have 
fulfilled all the promises made by the publishers concerning it. 
It contains a large number of new words and definitions from 
all the correlated sciences. 

We notice among its editors the names of Dr. Chas S. 
Dolly and Dr. Burt G. Wilder, each of which is a sufficient 
guarantee of the accuracy of the departments under their 
charge. The work gives the pronunciation of every word and 
is profusely illustrated. 

It has numerous useful tables, such, for example, as those of 
Surgical Operations, Tumors, Animal Parasites, Composition 
of Electrical Batteries, Pigments, etc., besides the usual 
Bacteriological, Chemical, and Anatomical Tables. 

To the medical practitioner, such a book must be indispen- 
sable, and to the legal practitioner who, at the present day, 



